
APPENDIX C RETRACTIONS 

For the clearest explanation of articles that are withdrawn or replaced, check Retraction Watch. It 

has a database of retracted articles and a specific list of Covid-19 articles. It also provides their 

definitions for Article types and Reasons  for retractions (Abritis). 

It is difficult to get an exact count of articles that have been withdrawn or have been tagged as 

problematical. Scopus and WOS use different terminology and their terminology is based on how 

they are tagged by the journal publisher.  

The number of articles that end up being retracted is a small fraction of all publications. 

Retractions, whether they are errors reported by the authors or deliberate 

misrepresentations, predate COVID-19. They may not have much impact on journal quality 

metrics, but they do have an impact on scholarship if they continue to be cited after they have been 

tagged as retracted (Bar-Ilan and Halevi).  

With online access, some publishers withdraw their retracted articles or place a retracted stamp on 

each page. Others may link back to the original article. Web of Science uses the following document 

types: 

• Retracted Publication: An article that has been withdrawn by an author, institution, editor, 
or a publisher because of errors or unsubstantiated data. 

• Retraction: A public notice that an article should be withdrawn because of errors or 
unsubstantiated data. 

The number of articles tagged as Retraction Notice has gone up while the number of articles 
withdrawn from the dataset has gone down.   

Figure C.1:  Retractions and Retracted as designated by WOS for over 20 years 

 

 

Scopus uses the term retracted for those which are withdrawn.  Those with retraction notices are 

included in Document Type ERRATUM. 

https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-databaseuser-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-c-article-types/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-c-article-types/
https://retractionwatch.com/retraction-watch-database-user-guide/retraction-watch-database-user-guide-appendix-b-reasons/
https://images.webofknowledge.com/images/help/WOS/hs_document_type.html


 

There are two examples of Covid-19 articles published in leading medical journals, which used the 

same dataset. The best known is the hydroxychloroquine affair, highlighted in the Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America (Dolgin). 

EXAMPLE 1: 

 

 

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31180-6/fulltext 

The following is the sequence in The Lancet, leading up to The Lancet making changes in its 

requirements from authors, using Scopus which includes citation counts: 

 

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31180-6/fulltext


 

Only the sequence of retraction notices are available on The Lancet. 

From The Lancet website, accessed 18 January 20210 at 

https://www.thelancet.com/action/doSearch?text1=hydroxychloroquine+and+&field1=Title&journa

lCode=lancet&SeriesKey=lancet 

Dimensions pulls its records from Crossref, using whatever is included in the record (Dimensions). It 

enhances the record using Altmetrics:

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 2: 

The second article, using the same dataset, was published in the New England Journal of Medicine. It 

is tagged as a hot and highly cited paper in Web of Science. It continues to be cited. The citations are 

both negative and positive. 

https://www.thelancet.com/action/doSearch?text1=hydroxychloroquine+and+&field1=Title&journalCode=lancet&SeriesKey=lancet
https://www.thelancet.com/action/doSearch?text1=hydroxychloroquine+and+&field1=Title&journalCode=lancet&SeriesKey=lancet
https://app.dimensions.ai/details/publication/pub.1127834352?search_mode=content&search_text=%22hydroxychloroquine%20or%20chloroquine%20with%20or%20without%22&search_type=kws&search_field=text_search&or_facet_year=2020


 

 

The article was first published online on May 1, 2020. On June 25, an editor of the journal issued an 

Expression of Concern (Rubin) and the article was tagged as retracted by the Journal, with support 

from the authors. Clicking on “Free Full Text from Publisher” links to the original article: 

 

The banner at the top is the only indication that the article has been retracted. 

These examples appear to be cases of rush to publish (Dolgin). The lead author has over 70 articles 

in WOS for2020 and these are prestigious journals. The lead author is from a most prestigious 

hospital. 
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